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Fact Sheet 11 - AT in the Classroom_

By federal law, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, P.L. 101-476 amended in 1997), every student with a
disability is entitled to "a free and appropriate education” in the "least restrictive environment." In addition, special
education and related services must meet the individual needs of each identified student and must address inclusion
of Assistive Technology. (See Fact Sheet #4 — Assistive Technology and the IEP)

Applications of assistive technology in the classroom open a new world of possibilities in educating a student with a
disability. By adapting the environment, a student is able to take full advantage of the educational environment in
ways that were never before imagined. Teaching can be tailored to compensate for the different learning needs of
most children inside the regular classroom. Some children will require focused instruction in one-on-one or small-
group settings. But other children who need help to keep up with their peers -- especially those with more severe
disabilities -- can benefit from machines designed to help them learn.

To help with integrating assistive technology into the classroom, listed below are website that link to statewide and
national Resources which provide information about using assistive technology within the school environment.

Statewide Resources

The following list of KY resources may offer assistance and guidance in obtaining the assistive technology that is
needed

» Factors that Induce Assistive Technology Decision Making by Liz Lahm University of Kentucky and Leslie
Sizemore Clay County Board of Education at jset.unlv.edu/17.1/lahm/powerpoint/Lahm%201st%20steps.ppt

» Kentucky Assistive Technology Service Network at www.katsnet.org

» Kentucky Assistive Technology Service Network Fact Sheet #4 — Assistive Technology and the IEP at
www.katsnet.org/publications/fact_sheet 4.html

» Kentucky Assistive Technology Service Network Assistive Technology Resource Centers at www.katsnet.org/
atres.html

* Kentucky Department of Education at www.education.ky.gov/

» KY Division of Exceptional Children’s Homepage at
www.kde.state.ky.us/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Exceptional+Children/

* Kentucky Department of Educations Assistive Technology Guidelines and Matrix at
education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Exceptional+Children/Forms+and+Documents/Technical+Ass
istance+Manuals+and+Documents.htm

¢ Kentucky Protection and Advocacy at www.kypa.net

» Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network (KY Spin) Library at www.kyspin.com/

« Kentucky’s State Improvement Grant Project ICARUS at kysig.louisville.edu/

* Learning Disabilities Association of Kentucky, Inc. at www.ldaofky.org

e Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence at www.prichardcommittee.org/

* University of Kentucky Assistive Technology Project at edsrc.coe.uky.edu/www/ukatii/

National Resources

If you are a parent, or a teacher in a special-education program or in a "regular” classroom, you probably encounter
special kids facing special challenges. The following resources listed below provide information about national on-line
resources that can help you better understand -- and help -- students with special needs.

e Academy for Educational Development at www.aed.org

« An Educator’s Guide to Evaluating the Use of Technology in Schools and Classrooms at
www.ed.gov/pubs/EdTechGuide/

» Assistivetech.net at www.assistivetech.net/

e Center for Applied Special Technology at www.cast.org
e Closing the Gap at www.closingthegap.com/
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Council for Exceptional Children at www.cec.sped.org

Education World — Special Education Resources at www.education-world.com/special_ed/
ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities & Gifted Education at ericec.org

Family Village School — Assistive technology and Students with Disabilities at
www.familyvillage.wisc.edu/education/at.html

Federal Resource Center for Special Education at www.rrfcnetwork.org/

National Information Center for Children and Youth with Disabilities at nichcy.org
Parent Pals Special Education Resources at www.parentpals.com/gossamer/pages/
Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic at www.rfbd.org

Technology and Telecommunications for Teachers Resources at
www.k12.hi.us/~tethree/00-01/resources/

Writeslaw at www.wrightslaw.com/
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